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SUBJECT: Standard Interpretation of 1910.134 concerning Employee Use of Respirators when the
Employee has Facial Hair.

A. Purpose.

This directive transmits to field personnel an interpretation of § 1910.134 of the General Industry
Standards concerning employee use of respirators when the employee has facial hair.

B. Scope.

This directive applies VOSH-wide.

C. Action.

The Assistant Commissioner, Directors and Supervisors shall assure that the guidelines in the attached
standard interpretation are followed when 1910.134 is cited.

D. Background.

See attached standard interpretation.

ATTACHMENTS: Letter from G. L. Hill to Carol Amato requesting interpretation
of Respirator Standard, dated May 28, 1987.  

VOSH Standard Interpretation dated June 11, 1987.

DISTRIBUTION: Commissioner of Labor and Industry
Assistant Commissioner of VOSH
VOSH Technical Services Director
Directors and Supervisors
Compliance Safety and Health Staff
Voluntary Compliance and Training Staff

 OSHA Regional Administrator, Region III








